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Abstract

Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh is not merely an epic work; it serves as a comprehensive
mirror reflecting the diverse cultures and rituals of ancient lranian societies. The
rites related to the burial of the dead, particularly the construction of rock-cut tombs
(dokhme), form a significant part of these documented customs, existing during a
specific historical period.

This research aims to investigate the Shahnameh’s narrative on dokhme-building for
kings and heroes and compare it with the characteristics and rituals evident in
Median and Achaemenid rock-cut tombs. The construction of such tombs for
royalty was a hallmark of Median and Achaemenid art and archaeology, and
corresponding architectural features can be traced within the Shahnameh.
Employing a comparative-interpretive approach within cultural archaeology, this
study analyzes the Shahnameh’s textual data against the architectural and
archaeological evidence of Median and Achaemenid gordakhmeh. The significance
of this research lies in its potential to uncover traces of Median and Achaemenid
kings, culture, and rituals embedded within Ferdowsi’s epic. The findings confirm
that the Shahnameh refers to burials in rock-cut tombs for certain figures, structures
for which parallels can be observed in surviving ancient tombs."
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