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Abstract
Cultural semiotics is an approach used to explore and trace culture; therefore, the reading of

literary texts can play an important guiding role in this process. This study, drawing on Yuri
Lotman’s model of order and chaos and using qualitative analysis and library-based research,
examines the concept of culture and its components in two poetry collections Tefli be Nam-e
Shadi (A Child Named Joy) and Name’i be Asman (A Letter to the Sky) by Mohammad-Reza
Shafiei Kadkani. The research emphasizes the importance of representing the interaction among
culture, counterculture, and non-culture in the poet’s works and explains the mechanisms of order
and chaos within the semiotic sphere of his poetry. The findings reveal that cultural,
countercultural, and non-cultural codes in Shafiei Kadkani’s poetry, through interaction or
opposition, construct order and chaos. The interaction between culture and counterculture leads to
chaos, the collapse of the old order, and the formation of a new cultural order, while non-culture
either generates chaos or preserves the old order. Shafiei Kadkani’s poetic culture is characterized
as a fluid and semi-open system that reconstructs meaning through dialogical engagement with
counterculture, thereby revitalizing cultural identity. This process positions the poet as an active
agent who, through reciprocal interaction with the countercultural “Other,” participates in the re-
creation of culture and resistance against identity crises. Ultimately, Shafiei Kadkani’s poetry
provides a space for the reproduction of meaning and the preservation of cultural vitality.
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