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Abstract
Political advice literature (Andarz-nameh) in Islamic Iran, as a rich intellectual

heritage and a key tool for expressing governmental philosophies, has played a
fundamental role in shaping and perpetuating the ideological foundations of the
royal institution. Inspired by the ancient lranshahri model of kingship and
intelligently integrated with Islamic values, these texts elaborate on the duties,
rights, and responsibilities of the monarch towards both religion and the subjects
(ra'iyat). This article, while acknowledging the unique circumstances of the
post-Mongol era and the rise of local kingdoms, investigates the ideological
foundations of the royal institution through a case study of the book Tarikh-i
Shahi—one of the most prominent political treatises of the middle Islamic
period (7th century AH / 13th century CE). Using a descriptive-analytical
approach based on textual evidence, this research argues that Tarikh-i Shaht not
only demonstrates the continuity of the advice literature tradition during the
Ilkhanate era but also, contrary to theories suggesting the decline of "kingship
with obligation" in this period, reproduces and strengthens Iranshahri ideals
within an Islamic framework. It does so by emphasizing justice, the nurturing of
subjects, the "twinship" of religion and state, and the central role of state
officials. The findings show that the institution of monarchy in this work is
presented as more than a mere political entity; it is conceived as a divine and
moral manifestation that solidifies its legitimacy through the interactive and
inseparable bond of power, religion, and justice. This approach indicates the
persistence of a legitimizing discourse for the Iranian monarchy, even in the
turbulent post-Mongol period.
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